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SureFire flash hider adaptor for quick attachment of
suppressor.
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signatures of a sound suppressor fired at subsonic

velocities ... the first time that I fired a suppressed
rimfire rifle still echo in my mind. The ever-so-quiet click of
the firing pin as it rapidly strikes the cartridge case rim. The
distinctive swishing noise generated by the subsonic flight
of the bullet. The eerie and deadly thud as the striking bullet
impacts the target. I have been addicted to varmint hunt-
ing for more years than I care to admit and didn’t believe
anything else could be more addictive. The adrenaline rush
generated when using a sound suppressor permeates every
cell of your being. Combining the art of varmint hunting
with sound suppressed guns is so exciting, exhilarating,
and more outrageously fun than anything that I have ever
experienced.

Although a misnomer, sound suppressors commonly
are called silencers ... largely because of the misrepresenta-
tions and fallacies that Hollywood has repeatedly subjected
the viewing public to. Probably all of us have seen the
scene, from countless movies, where the villainous sniper
reaches the rooftop and calmly assembles his large caliber
elephant-intended rifle from his custom-made case. He
calmly screws on the silencer and proceeds to fire numerous
shots at the unsuspecting public below. Only a whisper-like
noise betrays his deadly appearance. He then lackadaisically
disassembles his rifle and exits, completely unnoticed by
the authorities.

These negative depictions of suppressors have led
most people, including gun owners, to believe that sup-
pressors are illegal and used only by those out to commit
deadly, illegal, and illicit acts. Suppressors have many le-
gitimate uses in the military/law enforcement community
as well as for the average person. Contrary to popular belief,
Federal law allows the ownership of suppressors by all of
its qualified citizens. Unfortunately, there are states whose
legislators have deemed that its residents don’t have this
right of ownership. To know and understand more about
suppressors, you must first understand their history.

HISTORY OF SUPPRESSORS

In 1909 Hiram P. Maxim invented and marketed one
of the first metallic silencers. By 1910 he had made dra-
matic improvements in his original design which led to its
common use in the early 20th century. One story says his
initial purpose for inventing the silencer can be traced back
to varmint hunting (Well, ... sort of!) Maxim was looking
for a way to kill the fox in the proverbial chicken house
without disturbing the laying hens. Disrupting and stress-
ing the chickens, by firing in their close-confined coops,
could result in the loss of egg production, something that
the farmer depended on for food and income. As an added
note, Maxim developed a muffler for internal combustion
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